NEWSLETTER OF THE FRIENDS OF WHYALLA CONSERVATION PARK PO BOX 805 WHYALLA SA 5600

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION 6.30PM
13TH DECEMBER AT 71 JENKINS AVENUE

BRING A SALAD AND SWEET TO SHARE PLUS
YOUR OWN DRINKS ANDA CHAIR

THE FRIENDS WILL SUPPLY : MEAT, BREAD, SAUCE
AND CHRISTMAS PUDDING

CALENDAR

PARK PATROL ROSTER

December 6th |Regional Friends BBQ

On weekends, members of the Friends Mambray Creek

group volunteer to visit the park and

record any offences, as well as checking
the toilet. Volunteers need not approach
offenders, just note the registration
number and let the President know.

December13th |Working Bee

This month’s volunteers are: December 13th |Friends Xmas BBQ

29-30 November Carters

January 14th Review Management

Plan

06-07 December
12-13 December

Deans

Poyner/Sharp/Smith

19-20 December
26-27 December

Fennel

January 21st Committee meeting

Volunteer Needed 71 Jenkins Ave

2-3 January

Brougham
Editor

Clint Garrett
Whyalla SA 5600
Phone 0417 -854 -887

Email clinmarg@ozemail.com.au

9-10 January Garretts

PO Box 805

16-17 January Volunteer Needed
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We know from the that Whyalla’'s

climate is classified as semi -arid.

We get on average 275 mm of rain
a year and lose potentially 2300
mm of moisture per year. To be a
true desert, our rainfall would

have to fall below 250mm per
year.

We know that people who live in
true deserts have adapted their
lifestyle and housing to best
manage the climate that they live
in. I don’t think that any of us are
likely to become nomadic herders
or hunter -gatherers in order to
cope with climate change.

However we need to understand
that by 2050, that rainfall in
Whyalla is predicted to be about
20% lower than it is now. That
would take our rainfall down to
about 220 mm. There is likely to
be a similar decrease in rainfall
for all of Eyre Peninsula. Add to
that a predicted rise in tempera-
ture of up to 4° by 2070 and you
can see that our climate is likely
to become much more like that of
a true desert.

Up until now, Whyalla has been
able to survive by increasing the
amount of energy that it uses for
daily survival. Here a some of
those energy uses

Diesel to power the trucks and trains that
bring our food, goods and other equip-
ment.

Coal fired electricity to power our homes
and businesses

Gas for cooking and heating.

Electricity to pump water from the River
Murray.

ETC, ETC, ETC. We use a lot of

energy every day.

How will we manage in a world where will
need to reduce our
output of Greenhouse gases?

The houses that we build today will last
at least 50 years (barring some major dis-
aster). So if a house is

designed well you can have a building
that is comfortable to live in and which
uses less anergy and water than a stan-
dard house.

But this is not what we see being built in
the current housing boom. Have a look at
these new

energy guzzlers. They have dark coloured
roofs to maximise heat gain. They have
windows that are not sheltered from the
sun and are often orientated east or west
which also maximises heat gain. The
occupants of those houses will have to
use electricity to cool their house, be-
cause it will be a hot box.

The design principles are very easy to un-
derstand and yet are
completely disregarded.

Clint Garrett

My best wishes for a safe,
happy Christmas

WORKING
BEES

Saturday 13th & Wednesday 17th September
Meet at Wild Dog Hill at 9.00 am

Rabbit and Weed Control




Bird of the Month From the Committee m

COCKATIEL

Most people will be familiar with this
charming and popular pet and aviary bird.
While aviary bred mutation colours are
available the natural wild form is the grey
version. The male is distinguished from the
female with the orange cheek spot being
enhanced by the yellow face and crest, the
female being greyer, and with undertalil
feathers being yellow barred with grey.

The species is common throughout Austra-
lia where there is open and lightly tim-
bered country. Nomadic in their habits
wild Cockatiels can usually be seen in
Whyalla from time to time each spring.

Anatomically Cockatiels are classified as
cockatoos. They are not parrots. One of the
interesting aspects of the differences is
that they lack the structural pigment that
produces green coloration. Unlike many
parrots we will never see a Cockatiel with
green feathers.

As with other cockatoos and parrots they
are primarily seed eaters. They breed in
tree hollows in spring . Clutch can be up to
8 white eggs although more usually 4 to 6.
Approx 3 weeks to hatch and a further 4
weeks to fledge.

Whyalla Signhage

We have been approached by the visitor in-
formation centre regarding the locating of a
tourism information sign at Wild Dog Hill.
We felt that it was not appropriate to be
included in the main notice board, but
might be possibly located near the

previous park information sign.

Ownership & Insurance

Kerri has been doing some research re-
garding the ownership of equipment. It
might be that we actually own all of the
equipment in the shed and that therefore if
there is a theft, we are responsible for
replacement. The committee considered
that the cost of insurance would be more
than or losses and has elected to not in-
sure the equipment. This raises the ques-
tion of whether the sheds are insured and
if so by whom. Clint is to follow this up.

Caravan and Motorhome Convention.
This is a major event, which will happen in
Whyalla in from March 30th —5th April
2009.

Clint has met with the organizers of this
event to discuss the possibility of us
running a film night. We have looked at a
possible site at Jubilee Park and will get
information from the organizers in due
course. It is a potential major fund -raiser
for the group.

]

Working Bees

Preparations were made for the Roadside
cleanup and for the December working
bee.

The latter will continue the work on
removing the barbed wire from the central
fence, as well as further spraying of Car-
rion Flower.

The spraying in September has caused
significant die back of the weed.

The drought and water restrictions may
encourage members to put more mulch on
their garden to conserve water. The
following information is condensed from
the August edition of the Australian Plants
Society Journal.
The author (Phil Watson) divides mulches
into 3 types:

Soil Conditioner Mulches

Green mulich.

Landscape mulches which are used for

ground -cover

Soil Conditioner Mulches.

These are compost -able materials such as
pea straw, lucerne hay and compost. These
materials are broken down fairly quickly.
They improve soil structure which does
allow water to penetrate more easily. They
form a clay -humus complex in the soil,
which because of its negative charge at-
tracts and holds onto metallic ions such as
magnesium, copper etc, which are
important micro -nutrients. Because they
break down fairly quickly, they are of

limited use for reducing evaporation. If
applied thickly, they can actually decrease
the amount of moisture getting to the soill,
especially if rain is light.

Green Mulch

The material from mulching up of prunings
is commonly used in home gardens, Be-
cause it is fresh, it requires nitrogen from
the soil in order for bacteria to break it
down. A solution to this is to add

sulphate of ammonia to the mulcher while
the prunings are going through or sprinkle
it on top of the mulch and water it in.

If you are mulching eucalypt or other oily
material, you may find that the soil be-
comes water repellent. This is due to the
growth of fungi plus the compacting of the
material over time. Instead of keeping the
soil moist, this type of mulch can actually
make the soil drier. | notice Council and
others spreading this kind of mulch and
wonder about the effects.

Landscape Mulches

Woodchips, pine bark and coarse gravel fit
into this category. If the particles in the
mulch are large and chunky, water and air
can penetrate easily. On the other hand, if
there is a significant amount of fines in the
mulch, you have similar problems of water
repellency to the green mulch above.

Anyone who took a drive in the park this
week would have found that the roads
have had a significant amount of work
done on them. The contractors did
minimal damage to the vegetation on
either side of the roads, which is to their
credit.

However some of this good work was un-
done by somebody who took it into their
head to use the grader without authoriza-
tion. Yvonne reported the damage and |
have been out to the park to photograph
it.

One large myall tree has been lifted partly
out of the ground, several sugarwoods
have been removed completely, a drain
has been cut where water is unlikely to
run and has been cut so that it runs
uphill. The grader blade has also dam-
aged a section of the road.

These matters have been reported and
there is to be a police investigation of the
unauthorized use. It is to be hoped that
the person responsible is also charged for
destruction of native vegetation




	Page 1
	Page 2

